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Chicago's World Wide Influence 
In City Planning 



"To make critics is what we are here for. For 
the city is strategic; it makes the towns; the 
towns make the villages; the villages make the 
country. He who makes the city makes the 
world. After all, though men make life, it is 
the cities which make . men. Whether our na- 
tional life is great or mean, whether our social 
virtues are mature or stunted, whether our sons 
are moral or vicious, whether religion is possible 
or impossible, depends upon the city." 

— Henry L. Drummond. 

SOCIOLOGISTS have been wont to 
decry the growing tendency of people 
to gather in cities. It is customary 
to refer to city life as artificial, yet when 
we stop to consider the matter, a city, as 
some one has remarked, is as much a nat- 
ural growth as is an ant hill or a hornet's 
nest. Man is a building animal, like the 
swallow or the beaver, and it is useless to 
condemn his tendencies. To paraphrase a 
time worn saying of antiquity, the will of 
the people is the will of God. 



The city is man's expression of himself. 
It has persisted from the most ancient 
times, and its growth and influence today 
is greater in proportion to the population 
than at any former time. A larger and 
larger proportion of the nations constantly 
live in cities and thus it is to the city that 
we must look for the future development 
of our civilization. City planning therefore 
becomes the architecture of national fate, 
for, as Drummond observes, to a very great 
extent the city makes the citizen, even as it 
has been, and will in turn be made, by him. 

What a noble thing, then, was the in- 
ception of the Plan of Chicago in t h e 
minds of the brightest and most cul- 
tured of our community! What a project, 
upon which altruism may expend itself! It 
is a social settlement work involving a 
whole city and its citizens ; not for years, 
but for generations. At first many were 
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CHICAGO WATER FRONT SEVENTY -SEVEN YEARS AGO 



LOCATION FOOT OF MICHIGAN AVENUE 



[From Chicago Plan Commission Collection] 



inclined to look upon the promoters of the 
Plan as would-be "Prosperos," bent upon 
evolving a dream of "Gorgeous towers and 
cloud capped palaces," and thought that, 
with the passing of its originators, the Plan 
like "this unsubstantial pageant faded 1 ' 



would indeed "leave not a wrack behind." 
But these critics time has silenced, for the 
Plan is steadily knitting itself into the very 
fabric of our city and becoming the domi- 
nant ideal of every citizen. 

At first it w a s Burnham's Plan, the 
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CIRCLE ON MAP DRAWN WITH CHICAGO AS THE CENTER. 
AND A RADIUS OF FIVE HUNDRED MILES. THE DOTS ON THE 
MAP INDICATE THE CENTERS OF POPULATION THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY. WITHIN THAT CIRCLE OR THE FIVE HUNDRED 
MILE ZONE, THERE ARE FIFTY-THREE MILLION PEOPLE 
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splendid project of a splendid man, whose 
name will live long in the history of archi- 
tecture. Then it was The Commercial 
Club's Plan, the hope and ambition of a 
body of the city's representative men, bring- 
ing to its development the energies of minds 
which had achieved success and distinction 
in their respective lines. Later it was the 
Plan of The Chicago Plan Commission, the 
vigorous mind of a man of action, Mr.' 
Charles H. Wacker, supplying the means 
for carrying out the ideas evolved by D. H. 
Burnham, the master planner. Through 
the efforts of a man, whose thoughts trans- 
late themselves into achievement, it has at 
last become "our Plan; 3 the Plan of Chi- 
cago's heart and soul. In the technical de- 
velopment of the Plan, much credit is due 
Edward H. Bennett, who collaborated with 
Mr. Burnham in its preparation. 



So much has been spoken and written on 
this subject that at last we all know what 
the Plan is. We are as familiar with the 
civic center and its stately dome, the lake 
shore boulevards and lagoons, the pleasure- 
piers and broad avenues of commerce as 
though we had actually seen them, as we 
actually expect to see them. We are con- 
verted to the idea of double level streets 
and river embankments affording drives 
and boulevards and we are for the Plan, 
heart and hand and soul. 

Much of this has been accomplished 
through the illustrated lectures given by the 
officials of the Plan Commission in schools, 
clubs, lodges and churches during the past 
few years, and much more to the publica- 
tion of "Wacker's Manual," and its intro- 
duction as a textbook upon which recita- 
tions are heard in the public schools. 




PARIS, PALAIS DE JUSTICE AND ONE OF THE BEAUTIFUL 
BRIDGES OF THE SEINE SHOWING THE IMPERIAL WREATH 
AND THE INITIAL OF NAPOLEON UPON EACH OF THE PIERS 
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Never was work for the future more 
wisely planned than in the conception 
of this Manual and its incorporation 
as a part of the curriculum of the eighth 
grade. Here to citizens in the making, is 
presented the Plan for the making of 
a city, so great and so fair that all the 
world shall marvel. If Chicago is unusually 
fortunate in possessing so comprehensive 
and complete a Plan for city building, it is 
still more peculiarly favored in the posses- 
sion of such a means of helping forward 
the work, as this carefully compiled Man- 
ual. This beautiful book with views from 
cities of all times and all countries, and in- 
formation in regard to city building no- 
where else obtainable in so complete and 
concise a form, is indeed worthy of a place 
in every library, and has been the means of 



attracting the attention of the world to Chi- 
cago and its Plan. 

Its author, Mr. Walter D. Moody, wa-.; 
surprised when advised of its far reaching 
influence, by a member of the Commercial 
Club who drew attention to an article pub- 
lished in the September number, 191 3, of 
the Journal "L'Education" of Paris. This 
article entitled, "Civic Education i n t h e 
States/' was written by Georges Benoit- 
Levy, who is a director of the "Association 
des Cities-Jardins de France'' and the au- 
thor of "Les Amis de Paris." Some idea 
of the interest which has been created 
abroad by this exposition of the Plan may 
be gleaned from the following extracts 
from this article : 

"The Americans have realized how important 
it is to give their children a civic education. 
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They have felt that this is indeed the funda- 
mental work of education. 

"Among all the methods adopted and all the 
means employed, we will, today, devote our at- 
tention to a book which we consider as the most 
perfect example of what can be told to children, 
and even to adults, to rouse their interest in 
the administration of their own city and instruct 
them on the subject. 

"There is no question more vitally important 
to the future of a city than the making of its 
'improvement plans,' and to this end the co- 
operation of all citizens and public bodies is 
needed. 

"It is in order to draw everybody's attention 
to these problems that the Chicago Plan Com- 
mission has condensed the exposition of its work, 
first published in a ten dollar volume by the 
Commercial Club of that city and published again 
in the form of a book of one hundred and fifty 
pages, divided into seventeen chapters, each 
chapter followed by questions. This Chicago 
Plan text book was referred to the Education 
Board of the schools and published by Madam 
Ella Flagg Young, the noted woman educator 
in America, who is director of the schools in 
Chicago. The Education Board adopted the 



stud}-, and the book was supplied at cost by the 
Board to the school children — just as in France 
the Touring Club supplied several hundred thou- 
sands of copies of 'L'eau et l'Abre.' Each word 
in this civic manual ought to be quoted ; we will, 
however, try to give an idea of the book by 
sketching the main lines of it." 

The article proceeds with a summary of 
the facts contained in the book occupying 
eight or ten pages in the publication and 
reviewing completely though concisely all 
the matter presented in the Manual. M. 
Benoit-Levy recommends the plan of this 
book strongly to educators, closing with this 
significant paragraph : 

"We will not add a word to this. We will 
only express a wish, and that is that, not only 
we may get a real improvement plan for Paris 
and our other cities, but that, according to the 
words of Mr. Maurice Faure, when he was Min- 
istre de L' Instruction Publique, should begin 
to awaken the interest of our children in the 
history, not only of their country, but of the 
town where they were borne, whose development 




QUAY ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER IZAR. MUNICH 
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should be one of their chief concerns and whose 
future lies in their hands." 

This is not the only instance wherein the 
Plan and its promotion has commanded the 
attention of authorities in Paris, for M. 
Louis Dausset, Municipal Counsellor in his 
"Repport General" to the City Council of 
Paris thus referred to it: 

"And in America, the conception of extension 
plans, which has become a primordial need in 
the development of any city of some importance, 
is, to such an extent familiar, that even in books 
written for children you will find set forth, with 
explanatory illustrations, what such a plan is, 
the need it supplies, the advantages which the 
city will derive from its execution and the sys- 
tems adopted abroad in that matter." 

Nor are these instances unique for from 
all over the world requests pour in upon the 
Plan Commission for information and lit- 
erature in regard to Chicago and its Plan. 
Every city in the United States has con- 
tributed to swell the demand for the Com- 



mission's literature and even the officials of 
foreign cities have evinced an unusual in- 
terest in this project. 

Chicago, like "the stone which the build- 
ers rejected,'' is become indeed "the head 
of the corner," the fountain head of wis- 
dom for the world on the subject of city 
planning. Her steady, systematic work for 
civic betterment having attracted so much 
attention abroad, should be the pride and 
the duty of her own citizens. 

Canada, being a neighbor, is naturally 
most interested in this work and requests 
for information concerning it have been 
received from Toronto, from the Public 
Library of Calgary, from the Department 
of Public Works of Regina, from the City 
Engineering Department of Vanco uver, 
from the Commission on Conservation of 
Ottawa as well as from Ottawa's Consult- 
ing Engineer and the Chief Engineer of 
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the Trans-Continental Railway. Material 
was also sent by request to the City Devel- 
opment Exhibition of Toronto and to the 
Civic Guild as well as to the Canadian Mu- 
nicipal Journal of Montreal, the Ottawa 
Improvement Commission and the Winni- 
peg Housing and Town Planning Associa- 
tion. 

From London come the following words 
of commendation from Mrs. Raymond Un- 
win, associated with her celebrated husband 
in his remarkable London work, as the 
architect and moving spirit of the famous 
Garden City of Letch worth and Hamp- 
stead Heath: 

"The illustrations in the Manual of the Plan 
of Chicago are especially valuable. The text, 
also, is well written for the purpose in view, 
which is a most useful one. I wish we could 
have something of the same kind for the children 
of London, but alas, we have no plan of London 
to work towards, and no central authority with 



power to have one made. That is one of the 
things my husband is working for." 

London was again heard from and in- 
formation concerning Chicago Plan work 
was from there wafted to Calcutta, India, 
by Mr. E. P. Richards, the city planning 
expert engaged to write the Calcutta re- 
port. In a letter to the Commission Mr. 
Richards says: 

"I am very much obliged for the excellent 
literature on Chicago town planning. I shall 
quote from it in my Calcuta report, giving the 
source of the extracts in each case. Again thank- 
ing you for the useful information, which I shall 
also acknowledge in my preface of the published 
report." 

The Royal Institute of British Architects 
also sent requests for the School Plan as 
did the British Museum, the head of the 
Housing Departments of Liverpool and of 
Manchester, and Mr. G. L. Sutcliffe, Archi- 
tect and City Planner of London. From 
Dr. Groy, Mayor of Prague, Austria, comes 
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NAPLES. SHOWING WATER FRONT AND MUNICIPAL [From Chicago Plan Commission Collection] 
PARK FORMERLY THE NATIONAL PARK 



the following letter of commendation which 
is indeed gratifying: 

"I am greatly pleased to receive the Manual 
of the Plan of Chicago and Chicago's Greatest 
Issue, an Official Plan. I beg to express to you 
my heartiest thanks for both publications. I pe- 
rused them with an increasing interest and ad- 
mire them greatly. They are most suitable help 
for the study of anyone who is interested in the 
modern planning of the cities. Chicago, no doubt, 
is looking forward to a great future." 

The Mayor of Nancy. France, also re- 
quested the School Plan Manual, w h i c h 
proved popular likewise in Berlin f r o m 
whence came seven or eight requests, from 
men of the highest standing and important 
public officials. Rome, Dusseldorf, Essen, 
Frankfort, Amsterdam, T o k i o, Glasgow 
and Buenos Aires have also evinced inter- 
est in Chicago's Plan through requests for 
the School Manual. 



Viewed purely in the light of an adver- 
tisement for Chicago can anyone imagine 
anything more effective than the Plan and 
the educational work conducted to popu- 
larize it by the officials of the Commission? 
Truly, as Mr. Wacker has observed, City 
Planning pays, because, as he says, 

"It promotes trade by supplying direct and 
easy ways for the extension and development of 
commerce; fosters city growth by making it 
easier and cheaper to conduct all classes of busi- 
ness, increases and insures all property values 
by preventing the many evils of haphazard build- 
ing; makes every citizen a more efficient worker 
by saving time and money in transit of goods 
and people; and, above all, it assures to that 
city which adopts it, a future citizenship sound in 
body, mind and morals." 

It pays further in exciting the wonder 
and the attention of the world and thus in- 
viting its multitudes to our doors as quests 
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NAPLES, SHOWING OPPOSITE VIEWS OF PARK WITH THE 
CASTLE OF THE EGG, AND VESUVIUS IN THE BACKGROUND, 
THE VOLCANO APPEARING AS IT DID BEFORE THE LAST 
ERUPTION TORE OFF THREE HUNDRED FEET OF ITS CRATER 



or as prospective citizens and city builders. 

The Fine Arts Journal, from its incep- 
tion, has devoted a part of its efforts to 
the support of the "Plan" of Chicago. For 
the past several years this publication has 
issued special editions given over largely 
to work on this project. The Fine Arts 
Journal has been keenly alert to the work 
of the Plan Commission, always with the 
purpose in view of aiding in new departures 
and in developing those features already 
inaugurated as they progress. 

The efforts of this magazine in the past 
along these lines have been confined, as 
stated, to special issues on this susbject. 
Recently, however, there came to the at- 
tention of the publisher a pamphlet of the 
Plan Commission, entitled "C hie ag o's 
Worldwide Influence in City Planning," 



which so amazed and illuminated through 
the publication o f hundreds of requests 
from all parts of the world for information 
concerning; the "Plan" of Chicago, that its 
title seemed an appropriate inspiration for 
other editions devoted to the furtherance 
of the "Plan." 

^c =ic >Jc 

During the coming year, therefore, the 
Fine Arts Journal will bring out a series 
of articles dealing with various details of 
city building, the first on Water Fronts and 
Bridges appearing in this issue. Subse- 
quent numbers will treat upon Railway Sta- 
tions, Central Park Systems, and Monu- 
ments, and world famous thoroughfares. 
All will be adequately and beautifully illus- 
trated with views compiled through years 
of research work by the Plan Commission. 



